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The Concept of Human Rights: A Comparative Study of Islamic
and Western ldeology

Abstract :

The utmost importance of human rights has been universally
acknowledged in contemporary world. For almost a century now, the
West has been the biggest advocate of human rights but its slogans are
meretricious and impractical to a great extent. Islamic law is the greatest
source of human rights. The key difference between Islamic and western
concepts of human rights is that Islamic concept of human rights namely
“Hugooq-ul-Ibad” is based on revealed texts, Quran and Hadith,
whereas western concepts are framed on the basis of individualism and
rationalism. Western world developed UDHR (Universal Declaration of
Human Rights) through a long struggle and evolutionary stages
spanning hundreds of years. But due to its controversial status, it still
lacks meaning, implementation and practicality. Western human rights
are temporary, territorial, revocable and modifiable because they are
man-made, on the contrary, human rights bestowed by Islam are
universal, eternal and everlasting because these rights are from Allah.
This article provides a comparative overview of Islamic and Western
concepts on human rights. Islam is often perceived as a violation of
human rights due to propaganda on issues such as the abolition of
slavery, polygamy, infidelity, and so on. This paper analyzes these
significant issues in Islamic and Western perspectives of human rights.
As compared to western human rights, Islam offers durable and revealed
concept of human rights in the form of "Huqooq-ul-lbad", coexistence
and religious harmony can be promoted by identifying its positive fruits
and clarifying the problems related to them.
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Rights are those conditions of social life without which no man can
seek in general, to be himself at his best.®
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Magna Carta was nothing but mere a charter of landlords and funerals.*®
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One of the main issues with Western-oriented human rights interpreters is that

they believe that once the public sphere has been secularized, it has been

freed from the dominance of religion or other comprehensive doctrines. **
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4 Abdul-Aziz Sachedina, Islam and the Challenge of Human Rights (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2009).

20



ALBAHIS: RESEARCH JOURNAL

OF ISLAMIC STUDIES SCIENCES July — December 2020

Gakdlat S0P QU st >
F e Pl nlP s L nulledndt Lo Sng s 6000 st p e 6TE 815
(}uﬁJu‘%M,';,(uKu)y_,uzlmumn,fuﬁ@,}édwqmmﬁKJ}?&LJ{U;_LLCCMJJ’(V’/;/’U‘
1948 K7 T ety e K UIGF s, U6 £ 505 8 0 5F b s Sl Teed b
(M"’q/“c‘tgK&UJJﬁuﬁu'9b@gJ&//riu?Lﬁd&dﬁ?d/ﬁ/,w,gé uu'_g&w&&w&u@y
6 st 2 6 ST T 6T b St st s o QU b S Tom o QUL T K il (U
L U 3P 62 3o £ YA P S0 blor 55 £ U eziles§ Floess JUtOF QUL
o pFngd o nbn Foeddtena L L Tt s &5 Je L QUIGP Ut,1948-0; Sb
BUIES 3 et BEE0P £ e 8 Ju £ 5% duiut £ oo o Tk 3z 28 99 U
0P i e U1 iU et g e 0T i S QoS0 F ot F e bl 6%
e 3unb e e Sl G Ie E I P A F iy G OF QUL B & L Sl
(Corrad &5{/’(»@)Q L:ﬁw/.d:;1037u%’ﬂuﬁd%‘dﬂq}f/‘f@&TKMA&JJ;"?L;)@}.Jb.a/." .
eI 1l sl Ut Lo it S 21 L el S S 52 L)
WVLE Urio U = (Alfanso IX) ¢ - Wittst U2, 1188 4T /0 U™ S 51
;Lﬁﬁa,/.u(z&?;,/Juiwuugfd/w/w?‘zu:;l2152_ (King John) utgatﬁ;guﬁua@’t
Ketolie £ o1 2 U1 & JbS Ut Luu@'m,ut;w'téLé‘f?/,wuuquéé@é,ﬂ
lr&uﬁ;”ugéu;/b[lgz_}.z.ﬁ.o&’ subr LI+ L (Henry Marsh) J’;Ldﬂ-&lﬂé/}ﬁaﬁ
S 66§ 2l 096 £ S EIS ML ot 521350 2 0
15-0’"’(3%6;.:,»erc;uw;/,wt“ﬁtggufggf,é_;uﬁ;ﬂziém&?w/fufc.
I W2l EOP Gl Ui TS P udE AP LIPS P Al
_ e QUL s 5
uﬁwd/lﬁ?luﬁéL‘_ﬂpﬁ/ﬂdbLn;ﬁ}Jjbguyuéglu&)mluﬂ/?';awLu! .
Sae P AP 3§l fagrsso A L L GF SAp AL 15 o w5 5L o
M&:Q‘.J(Magna Corta) Uu(l}?’Uﬁ;lZ15ng/.dl%‘én&/ﬁyuﬁu'yéJW&LJU.'I
Y_oL Fb (Petition of Rights)eiu2 £ § 34,1628
k16895 B L (Habaes corpus Act 1679)us6 b ¥ U, 16790l plkd U1 @
_L L Fl (Bill of Rights) U~ 1T

19J‘/)’ZU{’}L’J’&5:J}}7&u’d)%/}'éjz%ﬂrﬂﬂﬁfﬂg‘/&gfbﬁl5
1° Reader's Digest Library of Modern Knowledge, Berkeley Square, London, 1979, Vol-2,
No 25, P 666

7 Francis D. Wormuth, The Organs of Modern Constitutionalism, Harper & Brothers Pb.,
New York, 1949, p.99

'8 The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Helicon Publishing Ltd., 42 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford,
1998, p.125

21



ALBAHIS: RESEARCH JOURNAL

OF ISLAMIC STUDIES SCIENCES July — December 2020

0L OGP AT L s L L GE g F L (1789) 15y b1 o
” (Bill of u“’u.JU.“uﬁ;l791»1&#6)1;74/3Ld,uf.,égmé;1f7eu‘f/.{/l .
PSR F I T A2 s e GF S S Rights)
S P 3610 QOIS gl JK OGP QUISE Ut U2 Koot & L pls P, o
G U a0 P s ol £ b U35 £ 12\ 5.5 026 (UNO) o 314
_le,aa?(@’/!"%!'%ifﬁ?
et il e Fb oo GG U LBl S S K&U@?Lw’ﬂ}lu@!ﬁm .
$6onbr 1y Lt 8 1365 £ 36 55 Ut Mo S W e K il S &S5 g1
LS
G o1 e e L B S s gt L L, P = G AU
et SO T Lopduac Bed L Grdul o
J!‘jf/h’((}ulﬁ}?
ZOUIP UL o catbonp o LB T AUIGH T Y Ak O% Sl s e Gl £ o & 4
2 i A S A I Flb o Sar st f Lo I Ll E b L F G
ez § gty f e UiUar b FF Fe L g E Sl S e BAERUIGE
22
ﬂvdﬁrdfggr@ul(Encyclopedia of Social Sciences)f}.lbfé

“The term ‘human rights’ as a term of art is relatively new. It dates only
from the latter decade of the eighteenth century.””

-Lad*utgf’difédwq;vu/,-%&'ug’cw'd/-'Jﬁ&u:'-4/k£cub/rj

Lﬁwém,g ;umeuw?ifff_‘f‘)%&lu;ﬂLE’?JQU'LJ!J.LLJ?&I/,UEJJQ&/"K w3 QUi
Gl U f%-&dﬁfdﬁ&uligf?f{f Jgt‘}tﬁdﬂo’éﬂlﬂ‘LéZ-kﬁfu&’ —3¥(Encyclopedia
Britannica)ﬁ;Jl/FJJ@JG»K
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Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom,
either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to

manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and
observance.
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Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom,
either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to

manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and
observance.®
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No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade
shall be prohibited in all their forms.*
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* International Charter of Human Rights, Article 4
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Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek,

receive and impart information and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers.
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2 International Charter of Human Rights, Article 19
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Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race,
nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family.
They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at
its dissolution®”.
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